
A Palm Sunday invitation
To our congregations

If you thought “That image looks familiar”, 
it’s because we used the crown of thorns 
when our augmented choir last performed 
Stainer’s sacred oratorio The Crucifixion 
in 2012.
Last time our musical meditation was on 
a Good Friday; this year we’re using it as 
Sunday@Six on Palm Sunday, by way of an 
introduction to Holy Week.
As in 2012, we’ll be joined at the organ by 
Willie Campbell from Dunfermline Abbey, 
and directed by our friend Jill Goode.
So, make a note of the date, which is 5 April, 
and tell your friends.

To any singers
As in 2012, St Margaret’s choir are seeking extra singers to augment our numbers. Preparing 
for Crucifixion will take over our regular choir practices, which are on Fridays from 
7 February (except 21 February) in the Church Lounge from 7.00pm to 8.00pm. We’ll 
be starting with “note-bashing” and gradually working up to the complete work, and extra 
singers are welcome to join us at any stage, depending on how well they know the work.
The only requirement is that everybody should be able to come (knowing the notes!) on 
Friday 3 April, when Jill will take the final rehearsal in the church from 7:00pm to about 
9:00pm. However, we need to make sure we will have enough singers in each part, so it 
would be helpful to know as soon as possible if you’d like to sing with us, and whether/
how we should get a copy of the vocal score to you.
If you would like to join us, please contact Myra Tarr (phone 01383 723989, mobile/text 
07796 170945 or email myra@mtarr.co.uk.

Some background to the music
In February 1887, as part of a series of Lenten services, the choir of Marylebone Parish 
Church in London gave the first performance of a Passiontide cantata that was to become 
an established favourite in churches throughout the country.
When organist at St Paul’s, Stainer had raised performance standards and greatly 
expanded the repertoire, introducing Bach’s St Matthew Passion into the music for Holy 
Week. Stainer was a pioneer: until he wrote The Crucifixion there was no extended 
Passiontide meditation on a scale and in a musical language that ordinary choirs could 
perform, and to which congregations could immediately relate.
Though intentionally more modest in scale than the Bach Passions, The Crucifixion is 
modelled on the same scheme of choruses, chorales, recitatives and arias, its five hymns 
for congregational participation being a direct parallel to the Passion chorales.
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