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During the Advent and Christmas period, 
we are literally exposed to the light 
coming into our dark world – as we look to 
Bethlehem and the birth of Christ. We read 
of the magi following a light in the sky to 
the place where the light is present, and 
they pay homage to that light.
The incarnation is about God coming to 
be present with us – light and hope for a 
world that largely exists in the shadows. 
As the prophet Isaiah predicts, it is a time 
of rejoicing, as the gloom no Ionger has 
the last say. Those with no hope, always in 
the shadow of death – for them light has 
dawned – and that light is Jesus Christ.
This is how we are introduced to Jesus at 
the beginning of his mission, as he walks 
along by the sea of Galilee proclaiming 
the kingdom of God – calling people to 
no longer live in the gloom, but instead to 
follow the light.
This is good news. God’s kingdom, 
visualised and established in heaven, 
prophesied by Isaiah, is now being shown 
in Jesus’ activity, which includes calling 
people to share this same light and hope. 
Hence we read of Jesus calling two sets 
of brothers to be his followers – Simon 
and Andrew, James and John the sons of 
Zebedee.
Simon and Andrew were casting their 
nets, James and John were repairing 
theirs. And it says that, when Jesus called 
them to follow him, they immediately quit 
what they were doing and followed him – 
much to the displeasure and vexation of 
Zebedee, I would imagine.

This description is stark. What we have to 
realise is that Jesus is the ‘light shining in 
the darkness’. Matthew, the gospel writer, 
is emphasising to us that this light is 
welcomed with an instant response.
As we look at the church, we wonder 
at times what is going on, as we feel 
somewhat unsure of the call.
The animals of the jungle decided to play 
a game of rugby. So, as happens, they 
lined up, two captains were appointed, 
and teams picked. However, it was soon 
realised when the teams were picked that 
one team had a definite advantage – they 
had the rhinoceros. They played the first 
half, and no one could tackle him as he 
just charged through to score every time 
he got the ball.
Half-time came, and then the second half 
began, and again, despite the opposing 
team trying to keep the ball away the 
rhino, he got the ball and off he charged.
But then, out of the blue, he was brought 
down by a magnificent tackle. As the rhino 
lay on the ground, the animals realised 
that it was the centipede who had made 
the tackle. “That was fantastic!” his team-
mates shouted. “Great tackle!” they all 
declared. “But where were you in the first 
half?” To which the centipede replied, 
“I was still putting on my boots!”
Many people hear the call to follow, to do 
something for God, to hear God’s voice 
prompting them, but things can preoccupy 
them, and they literally don’t make it to 
the start. They do not respond instantly 
or with enthusiasm to Jesus calling them 
to follow him – the light. They are still 
putting on their boots.
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The good news is that when we follow 
Jesus we are going somewhere – guided by 
the light. I remember in the USA following 
a car with a bumper sticker, that read 
‘Don’t follow me, I’m lost.’ To be lost is like 
stumbling in the dark, and at times that 
is how our discipleship is – because we 
can often do what we think is right on our 
terms, rather than follow the light.
That is why within the church there are 
initiatives such as ‘Faithful and Fruitful’ to 
help us get out of the way we have always 
done things, to help us to listen to God, and 
what God is seeking us to do with us in this 
place. We are helped to relook at ourselves 
and what we should be doing – together 
to introduce people to God and encourage 
them to follow.
It means risk and trust as we take steps in 
a new direction. Different kinds of worship 
are examples of such ventures and the 
journey we are on and, as we participate 
and work together, we are not only doing 
something for others, but we find our 
comfort zone stretched as to what being 
the church and worshipping God is all 
about. Those who take the plunge to serve 
at the food bank or help at the hospice, 
discover the same thing.
Once you make those first steps in this 
new direction, your horizons change. 
I recall the story of a man who hired a local 
person to guide him through the forest. 
As they got deeper into the forest, the 
vegetation became more and more dense. 
At one point the man asked the guide, “Do 
you know where you are going? We have 
no map, no compass and there seems to be 
no path!” The guide answered. “My friend, 
in this forest I am the path! Just stay close 
and follow me.”

Is that not what Jesus means when he 
calls to those disciples to follow him – 
to stay close? To us, in this often dense, 
complicated world, Jesus is saying, “Trust 
me, and follow my direction, and I will see 
you through.”
Staying on the wildlife theme. I love the 
‘Planet Earth’ type programmes. I recall 
one that featured elephant seals. A mother 
had given birth to her pup, and then shortly 
afterwards, or so it seemed, she went to feed 
in the sea. When she came back on shore, 
she and a whole lot of other elephant seal 
mothers landed on a different part of the 
beach. You wonder – how will the mothers 
find their own pups in this melee? The 
camera followed the mother as she called 
for her pup, till eventually and in many 
ways, surprisingly, they were reunited. The 
commentator said that from the moment 
of birth the sound and scent of the mother 
are imprinted in the pup’s memory.
If we transfer that idea to being disciples of 
Jesus – we could say that we are imprinted 
with a memory of God – made in God’s 
image, and in a sense God is imprinted 
with a memory of us. Augustine, in his 
work entitled ‘Confessions’, put this same 
idea in a slightly different way, when he 
said of our relationship with God: “Our 
hearts are restless until we find our rest 
in thee.”
I think that there is something of this 
instant recognition to follow that answered 
the restlessness of those four disciples. 
Discerning God’s call is not easy – but 
there is that moment when something 
‘clicks’ and we realise that Jesus is the one 
in whom our ‘restlessness’ is answered. 
Those two sets of brothers, as one 
commentator notes, had been waiting to 
hear Jesus’ voice all their lives – so when 
it came, they knew, and they dropped 
everything.
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I wish the task of discerning God’s call was 
that clear, as often it seems not to be so. 
We hear so many voices – and so many of 
them seem so reasonable. Today’s reading 
helps us, because it doesn’t end with the 
call to follow Jesus, and then the two sets 
of brothers following Jesus. It ends with 
a description of what Jesus is doing – 
teaching the good news of God’s kingdom, 
the kingdom of light – and this includes 
proclaiming this news and healing the sick 
and afflicted.
We are not drawn to Jesus’ past, but to 
what is happening in the present, which, 
in a sense, points us to the future and 
what it is that Jesus is calling us to. We are 
reminded of that in the Covenant Service. 
The call of Jesus is seen in his actions as 
well as his words. The walk and the talk 
go together.
Have you ever watched the film “Field of 
Dreams” starring Kevin Costner? The main 
character is driven to find an old doctor, 
who many years before, as a young man 
had been a professional baseball player. 
He had made it to the big leagues, but 
had only played in one innings before his 
career ended. He didn’t even get a chance 
to bat.
The rest of his life was spent in a small 
town as a doctor, whose love and care 
were legendary. In the film the old 
doctor is magically offered the chance to 
return to his youth and re-enter the big 
leagues to become the big star his talent 
had promised. It was a chance for fame, 
and wealth and power. However, the old 
doctor declined. “But you only got to play 
five minutes in the big leagues,” he is told, 
“that’s a tragedy.” “No,” replies the old 
doctor. “if I had only gotten to be a doctor 
for five minutes, that would have been a 
tragedy.”

As Dr Albert Schweitzer once said, 
speaking to a class of graduates:
“I do not know where your destiny will 
be. Some of you will perhaps occupy 
remarkable positions. But I do know one 
thing. The only ones who will be really 
happy are those who have sought and 
found how to serve Christ.”

To what is Jesus calling us? Jesus calls 
us to follow – that has not changed since 
he walked along the shore of the sea of 
Galilee and called on Simon and Andrew, 
James and John.
As we listen, we respond, we proclaim the 
kingdom of God – that God is among us – 
and we follow the one who is the Light.

To God be the glory for ever. Amen.

 The image by He Qi comes from Art in 
the Christian Tradition, a project of the 
Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, 
TN http://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/
act-imagelink.pl?RC= and is licensed 
under the Creative Commons Attribution 
Noncommercial ShareAlike 3.0 License.


