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We know from our lives that transition 
takes place in our relationships and 
family; our careers; culture, race, and 
tradition; economics; technology and 
communications; changes in the Church. 
Scripture shows transitions too! So today I 
want to turn our attention to the transition 
that takes place at the Ascension, and 
want to suggest that it is a launching pad 
for future witness.

Read Acts 1:1–11
Jesus had risen again!
He was not a ghost, he had eaten fish and 
indeed here it mentions that they had 
eaten together a number of times over the 
course of the forty days. He had a physical 
body and his body had not seen any decay. 
Jesus after his resurrection appeared to 
over 500 people. It would be unlikely that 
500 people could be hypnotised to believe 
such a thing. (1 Corinthians 15 tells us!)
This truly is a historical fact. Acts 1:3 tell us 
that he showed many convincing proofs.
But why the forty days of physical 
appearance before Jesus goes up to the 
Father?
Jesus appeared to his followers and 
addressed the individuals. He addressed 
the doubts of Thomas. At the breakfast he 
had with his disciples, Jesus was to restore 
Peter, one who was to be a key leader in 
the expansion of the witness.
You would think that the possibility of 
Jesus ascending into heaven would have 
filled the disciples with dread, but Jesus 
used this time to prepare them for what 
is to come. The Resurrection had offered 
them hope!

Ascension indicates a transition that 
takes place! It is a transition for Jesus.
Luke 24 tells us briefly about the ascension. 
He led them out to Bethany, a familiar place 
on the mount Olives. But this time he leads 
them out as an ascended King.
He lifts up his hand, an indication of a 
priestly blessing. Christ is asking his Father 
to be with his followers. So he leaves them 
with his blessing (He parts from them!)
He was carried up into heaven!Please 
note that it is not a physical cloud which 
is mentioned in Acts 1, but a spiritual 
cloud that indicates his glory. Clouds were 
often an indication of the presence of God 
in Scripture, for example. the cloud in 
Exodus.
Jesus’ saving work on earth is accomplished. 
(Philippians 2:9)
He is exalted to the right hand of the father. 
(Luke 24:26; 1 Peter 1:21)
Jesus is the high priest, who intercedes for 
us there.
It guarantees our heavenly home – he went 
to prepare a place for us! (John 14)
Peter in his sermon and explanation 
of Pentecost describes the ascension 
beautifully in Acts 2:32–35:
“God has raised this Jesus to life, and we 
are all witnesses of it. Exalted to the right 
hand of God, he has received from the 
Father the promised Holy Spirit and has 
poured out what you now see and hear. 
For David did not ascend to heaven, and 
yet he said,

“‘The Lord said to my Lord: 
“Sit at my right hand 
until I make your enemies 
a footstool for your feet.”‘
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The Ascension indicates transition for the 
disciples. I want to say this morning that 
the ascension is a launch pad for future 
witness.
“In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote 
about all that Jesus began to do and to 
teach until the day he was taken up to 
heaven, after giving instructions through 
the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had 
chosen.”         (Acts 1:1–2)

The Gospel of Luke records what Jesus 
did and taught. But even here it is only 
mentioned to indicate a transudation 1 of 
ministry. For Jesus it was the completion 
of his work. It was now for the church/the 
disciples to carry on the work of witness. 
He is passing the baton on. But they were 
not going to be doing this ministry alone!
They were going to be … equipped by 
the Spirit
He promised to leave the Holy Spirit to 
equip and indeed the comfort the witness.
“If you love me, keep my commands. And I 
will ask the Father, and he will give you 
another advocate to help you and be with 
you forever the Spirit of truth. The world 
cannot accept him, because it neither sees 
him nor knows him. But you know him, 
for he lives with you and will be in you.” 
          (John 14:15–17)

Jesus, in John was anticipating his 
ascension and did not want to leave his 
orphans but indeed the apostles were to 
receive power to be his witnesses here on 
earth.

But yet this equipping of the spirit required 
a wait! How long they waited we do not 
know but waiting can be uncertain and it 
throws many questions into our mind.
In Pentecost, we see the fulfilment of 
the chapter 1, as the Holy Spirit breaks 
out amongst them and allows men from 
different places to hear the wonders of 
God. Peter explains what happened, but it 
has a purpose to point to Jesus Christ and 
to spread the good news message.
They need to be assured it is his 
Father’s plan to be revealed.
“Lord will you at this time restore the 
Kingdom of Israel?” (Acts 1:6) The 
disciples ask. They had heard the magic 
word “Coming of the Spirit”. By asking 
this question, we understand the disciples 
are not really focussed on what the father 
has for them. Jesus didn’t want them to 
become obsessed with dates and events 
but to carry on with the work that is to be 
done. These were dates set by the father’s 
authority.
As we begin to look at the apostle’s sermons 
we begin to see how the promises made 
by God in the Old Testament are being 
fulfilled as the hearers hear the sermon. 
God’s plan is coming to fruition.
Often when healing is prayed for in Acts 
they address God as the “Sovereign Lord”, 
recognising that God’s will and purpose 
would always prevail.
We also note that God the Father is active 
in raising the Son to life. “God raised him 
from the dead!”

1 Transudation is “the process of passing 
through a membrane, pore or interstice”. 
It’s usually used in a biological sense, 
but here the thought is of Christ moving 
through the barrier that separates earth 
and heaven and being unchanged by the 
process.
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So the disciple’s perspective was to be 
changed as they discover what their task 
is to be.
Have our perspectives been changed as 
we come into Jesus presence?
Acts 1:8 tell us this:
“But you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

Interestingly, the word used here and 
indeed right throughout for sharing and 
defending the good news is ‘witness’ 
(a more biblical word than ‘evangelism’.)
Can you imagine a witness? He is one who 
gives a firsthand report. They may be one 
appearing in a court to give a defence on 
someone’s behalf. A witness was someone 
who had witnessed the resurrection and 
because of this they were able to share the 
fact first hand. This is clear from Acts 1:22, 
that at the selection of a replacement  
apostle for Judas, the criteria was they had 
witnessed the resurrection.
But was it merely those who had been 
eye-witnesses that can be witnesses?
Ordinary believers also witnessed. In 
Acts 8:1, we see how persecution broke out 
against the church in Jerusalem meaning 
that believers were scattered in Judea and 
Samaria. Those scattered went on to share 
the good news wherever they went.
Beyond Acts we see in 1 Peter, Peter was 
addressing “Scattered believers in Pontus, 
Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bythonia” 
People who had never seen the resurrected 
Lord yet believed were now being called to 
be a witness to give a reason for the hope 
they believed in. 1 Peter 3:15 shows how 
believer is to share the gospel message 
with those who ask. It says “Always be 
prepared to give an answer to everyone 
who asks you to give the reason for the 
hope you have. But do this with gentleness 
and respect.”

This was just not in a law court but any 
time that someone might ask about what 
they believed in.
And where were they to be witnesses?
They were to get their eyes off their 
localised situation and set their minds on 
a global mission taking place. Jerusalem 
was their home area. Judea was the region 
and Samaria the neighbouring region and 
‘to the ends of the earth’ is indeed the ends 
of the earth.
Acts 1:8 is arguably almost the table of 
contents. Acts records for us A Growing 
Church – as we read through the book 
of Acts, we continually have lines such as 
“The word of God spread” or “Daily being 
added to their number …”. This indicates 
the gospel spreading beyond their borders, 
and by the time they get to the end of 
Acts it has reached Rome! The book ends 
abruptly with Paul continuing to boldly 
proclaim the Kingdom of God.
Let’s ask

where is our Jerusalem?
our Judea?
our Samaria?
our to the ends of the earth?

A Praying People – immediately arises 
a praying people as they join together 
to pray for God’s will regarding a 
replacement apostle and right throughout 
we often see them in the place of prayer. 
In their prayers, we often saw their utter 
dependence on God.
A Message Proclaimed: Apostles became 
dedicated to preaching the resurrection 
– repentance and forgiveness as Luke’s 
gospel refers to it.
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A discerning Church – We often strive to 
be like the early church, but I find, as I read 
through the book of Acts, a church that 
faces struggles. There are the hypocrisy 
of Ananias and Sapphira, the complaining 
widows, Peter’s reluctance to heed God’s 
call to reach out to the gentiles, Paul’s 
impatience with John Mark.
But something at the centre of finding a 
solution to these problems was the need, 
communally, to discern God’s will and to 
plan by his Spirit. We live in a time where 
there never have been so few in our nation 
and even in our communities that know 
God or even know the Bible. This is an 
opportunity! Let us pray that we would 
communally discern by his spirit his will 
for us!
May it be described of us:
“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ 
teaching and to fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and to prayer.” 
             Acts 2:42

This same Jesus who was killed, raised 
to life by God the Father, and ascended to 
heaven will return again. The one that the 
disciples saw going into the sky will one 
day come back for us in the same way.
The Ascension is a launching pad for 
future mission.


